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Barotseland National Freedom Alliance (BNFA) leader, Mr. Clement Wainyae Sinyinda’s 
remarks during a courtesy call on His Excellency Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Juio Murat 

Tuesday, April 8, 2014 
 
Your Excellency Sir, I am deeply honoured to have this rare opportunity to meet you on your 
visit to Barotseland and wish to warmly welcome you. In the first instance, allow me to 
thank the Roman Catholic Church for electing Pope Francis, a man who is supportive of the 
tenets which promote humanity’s well-being as he rightly stated in his inaugural speech of 
20th March 2013: “THE CHURCH IS EQUALLY AWARE OF THE RESPONSIBILITY THAT EACH OF 
US BRINGS TOWARDS OUR WORLD AND THE WHOLE CREATION, THAT WE MUST LOVE AND 
PROTECT. WE CAN DO A LOT FOR THE GOOD OF THE LESS FORTUNATE, FOR THOSE WHO 
ARE WEAK AND SUFFERING TO PROMOTE JUSTICE.” Here at home, I wish to commend your 
Church through the departed former Bishop of Mongu Diocese, Paul Duffy (MHSRP) and 
indeed our current Bishop Evans Chinyemba for their unequivocal commitment  to being the 
Voice of voiceless, the down trodden and oppressed as well as for their efforts towards the 
promotion of peace and justice.   
 
Your Excellency Sir, for the sake of my love for Barotseland and the fact that the people of 
Barotseland exceedingly cherish and uphold Peace, I feel duty bound and compelled to 
unburden my heart by giving you a synopsis of the plight of our people, and through you, to 
the Holy Father, whom you have the honour to represent and indeed to the world at large.  
 
Sir, you may be aware that for almost half a century, an impasse, concerning The Barotseland 
Agreement  of 18th May 1964 (BA ‘64) has been raging since it was signed in London by the 
then King of Barotseland, Sir Mwanawina III KBE on behalf of the people of Barotseland and 
Mr Kenneth Kaunda then Prime Minister of Northern Rhodesia (to be renamed Zambia) on 
behalf of his Government. Mr Duncan Sandys, then Secretary of State for Commonwealth 
Relations and for the Colonies also signed to signify the agreement of Her Majesty’s 
Government.  The said Agreement is the undisputed legal basis for the creation of the 
modern state of Zambia - formed by Barotseland and the rest of Northern Rhodesia. It is 
also common knowledge that this honourable tripartite international Agreement was not 
allowed to see the light of day as it was ‘still born’. The first generation of Zambian leaders 
made a mockery of the Agreement and never gave it chance to be operational. Before the 
ink on the Agreement paper dried up, the Zambian Government went on rampage 
annihilating, dismantling and shredding the BA ‘64 to pieces thereby violating its principles. 
In a nutshell, a fake Referendum aimed at abrogating the BA ’64 was conducted in 1968. By 
1969, parliament passed a number of pieces of legislation to unilaterally and finally annul 
this honourable Agreement.  
 
Your Excellency, I must emphasise the fact that, the peace loving people of Barotseland 
have over the past fifty years of this impasse, used every possible means to try and amicably 
resolve the issue without going the way of violence or lawlessness. This is based on our firm 
belief that this is a ‘law matter not a war matter”. Consequently, we have written petition 
after petition, sent delegation after delegation to the Zambian Government, made 
submission after submission to all Constitutional Review Commissions including the Dr. 
Rodger Chongwe Commission of Inquiry , commissioned to investigate the January 14, 2011 
Massacre of Barotse Nationals in Mongu and Limulunga. In return, successive Zambian 
Governments have responded to Barotse initiative for dialogue with heavy handedness 
resulting in the harassment, arrests, torture, maiming and killings of numerous Barotse 
Nationals whose only crime has been to seek redress over the Barotse impasse resulting 
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from the violation and ultimate abrogation of what the Barotse people thought was an 
honourable Agreement meant to bring together the people of Barotseland and the peoples 
of the rest of the former Northern Rhodesia. It appears to the Barotse people that on the 
contrary, successive Zambian governments have taken the peace loving nature of the 
people of Barotseland for granted and continues to illegally govern them oppressively under 
the Zambian jurisdiction even after the only legal document that brought the two together 
has been dishonoured and rejected.   
 
Your Excellency may also be aware that the people of Barotseland in consistence with their 
peaceful and none violent nature convened the Barotse National Council (BNC) in March 
2012. The BNC is the highest policy making body in the Barotse governance structures. It 
was at this important forum that the people of Barotseland, in full view of the whole world 
and in the presence of very high ranking provincial and district Zambian Government 
officials including representatives of security wings, took a gigantic step and resolved to 
accept Zambia’s repudiation of the BA ‘64 thus: “The people of Barotseland shall exercise 
their right to revert Barotseland to its original status as a sovereign nation, so that the 
people of Barotseland shall determine their political, cultural, social and economic 
development.” (BNC RESOLUTIONS 27th March 2012). The deliberations and resolutions of 
the BNC and a letter accepting Zambia’s repudiation of the Barotseland Agreement 1964 
were served to the Zambian government. We are taken aback to notice that to date, the 
Zambian Government, under the leadership of President Mr. Michael Chilufya Sata is still 
playing Ostrich to these realities on the ground and reacting only by being more ruthless 
than any other Zambian Government before it. Even as I speak to you now, Barotseland is 
under siege because of the heavy presence of armed Military and Police personnel. 
 
My appeal to Your Excellency and through you, to the Holy father and indeed to the entire 
civilized world, is to bring pressure to bear on Mr Sata’s government so that the situation in 
Barotseland should not be allowed to deteriorate to the levels of what we have seen in 
other trouble spots of the world like Defuor, Sri- Lanka, Cambodia, Kosovo, Serbia and not 
forgetting Rwanda which is near us. Surely the world should not stand by and watch while a 
situation that could easily be solved amicably is allowed to deteriorate into a possible 
genocide of the people of Barotseland by Zambian government. 
 
While I proudly boast of the peace loving nature of the Barotse people, I find it extremely 
difficult to guarantee that this will continue to be the case in the face of constant 
provocation of our people by the occupying Zambian forces. Our people are getting 
increasingly agitated by the continued occupation and provocation by this forced 
domination by the Zambian occupying regime, especially the youthful among us. While until 
now we have used our best anger management tactics and skills to keep the situation as 
calm as it has been, we certainly cannot hundred per cent guarantee the same forever as we 
all know, patience also has its limits. Let the world for once; avert a crisis in the making by 
appropriate interventions because the people of Barotseland are determined more than 
ever before to actualise their self-determination by peaceful means. 
 
I would like to conclude my remarks by thanking the Catholic Church once again and indeed 
other church bodies for being in the forefront in pointing out that this issue among others 
deserve the attention of the Zambian government and indeed all peace loving Governments 
of the world including all well-meaning Non-Governmental Organizations.   
 
I thank you for sparing time to listen to our plight. 
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MAY GOD RICHLY BLESS YOU. 


