
 

 

TRUTH WILL OUT 
Excerpts from Kenneth Kaunda’s Speech, then speaking as Prime Minister of 
Northern Rhodesia, to the Barotse Government, on 6th August, 1964 at the 
muleneg’ of Lealui, in the Mongu-Lealui District of Barotseland 

by Muruti Musutu 

“LANCELOT: Nay, indeed, if you had your eyes, you might fail of 
the knowing me: it is a wise father that knows his 
own child. Well, old man, I will tell you news of 
your son: give me your blessing: truth will come 
to light; murder cannot be hid long; a man's son 
may, but at the length truth will out.” 

From William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice 

ON HONOURING THE BAROTSE AGREEMENT… 
 4. “In Barotseland the Under Minister will be a direct link between the Litunga and the Central 
Government, and he will be particularly responsible to the Prime Minister - and later the President 

- to ensure that the Barotseland Agreement, which was made in 
London immediately after the Independence Conference in May, is 
being honoured. It will be no part of the functions of the Under 
Minister to interfere in the day-to-day running of the Barotse 
Government.” 

 

ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORMS… 

“District Secretaries will be responsible to the Resident Secretary and they 
will also co-operate with the District Heads of Kutas…There is no intention 
that these new appointments should in any way change the role of 
the Barotse Government…I wish to emphasize that the new 
organisation is intended to improve the co-operation that has 
taken place in the past and is not in any way intended to reduce the 
powers or responsibility of the Barotse Government…. In this I am 
certain that we shall receive the wholehearted co-operation of the Barotse 
Government.” 

 

http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/barotse-speech-by-primeminister-kaunda.pdf
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AGAIN, ON HONOURING THE BAROTSELAND AGREEMENT OF 1964… 

 “I should now like to turn to the Barotseland Agreement which was 
reached in London in May, and I wish to give an assurance that it is 
the Government's full intention that the Barotseland Agreement 
will be honoured fully after Independence. I believe that the 
Agreement reached in London was an honourable Agreement from 
the point of view of both the Central Government and the 
Barotseland Government, and I believe that the way to ensure that 
it is implemented to the advantage of us all is by loans of a close 
personal relationship between the Litunga and the Prime Minister - 
and later the President - through the Under Minister.” 

 

ON WHY ZAMBIA WAS A UNITARY STATE… 

 “I am very glad that the basis of this Agreement is that 
Barotseland is an integral part of Zambia, and I can assure 
you, Sir Mwanawina, and all Members of the Barotse Royal 
Family and of the Barotse Government, that the 
Government has no wish to interfere with the day-to-day 
running of the internal affairs of Barotseland. This is the 
responsibility of the Barotse Government and the intention 
of the Central Government will be no more than to give to 
the Barotse Government its maximum assistance and co-
operation.” 
 

ASSURANCES…. 
“I can give an absolute assurance that the customary rights in land in 
Barotseland will remain with the Litunga and National Council, and the 
District Heads of Kutas, and the Government is satisfied that Government 
requirements for land for development projects in Barotseland will receive 
the active co-operation of the Barotse Government. This is all that the 



 

 

Central Government asks for and I am sure that there need be, and will be, 
no difficulty with regard to land, the use of land, and land rights in 
Barotseland.” 

We at the BNFA find no need to run a commentary on these excerpts, as they 
speak for themselves…Ah, except to note that…as if he had no eyes to see, 
someone lied about some very big issues that will haunt them for the rest of 
their lives…for “murder cannot be hid long”…Truth will out. 


