
 

 

The centenary commemoration of our legendary Litunga Lubosi Lewanika 
 

by Linyungandambo, Livingstone Chapter 
 
First and foremost, we wish to clarify that talking about the commemoration of Litunga (King) 
Lubosi Lewanika should not imply that other Kings before and after him are not worth that 
honour. We believe every King had and has his own unique reign. We are grateful to their 
substantial contributions, which has made Barotseland what it is today. The Kings that came and 
have since departed had specific purposes. We may not have substantiated reasons why we, as a 
Chapter, are having such a strong urge to commemorate King Lewanika's 100th years since his 
passing-on with a difference. Moreover, this could not have come at a better time than this one. 
We believe that there are several reasons why Barotseland should accord King Lewanika such an 
honour: 
 
1. He came to the throne when Bulozi was facing serious leadership challenges and managed to 

stabilize Barotseland; 
2. He managed to open Barotseland to the international community and Barotseland 

experienced a significant paradigm shift in civil and social areas such as education, health 
and religion; 

3. He engaged Cecil Rhodes ' British South Africa company into economic concessions with a 
view to improve concessioned areas and Barotseland's economic status; and 

4. He strongly advocated and a unified the peoples that interacted with Barotseland and hence 
the alias name “Lewanika” (the unifier). 

 
If space allowed, we would have gone further. Nevertheless, it is our profound view that with the 
above reasons, we reflect not only of King Lewanika's legacy but that of the Barotse Kingdom as 
a whole from Mbuywamwambwa to date. The centenary commemoration provides an important 
reference point for all Barotse nationals at home and in the diaspora to look at our past, present 
and future. It is for this reason that the Linyungandambo-Livingstone Chapter, on behalf of 
Malozi in Livingstone, wishes to make an earnest appeal to all stakeholders working on the 
actualization of Barotseland statehood in liaison with the Barotse Royal Establishment (BRE), to 
urgently come and work together in achieving this noble cause. 
 
It is time (Kinako) to show the oppressive Zambian regime the door out of Barotseland for 
Zambia is but a failed unitary state. 
 
Signed; 
Sikobela Sikobela 
Secretary. 
 
Signed 
George Akufuna 
Chairman. 
 
cc  Barotse Royal Establishment (BRE). 

Barotse National Freedom Alliance (BNFA). 


