
 

 

Zambia’s guilty over its illegal occupation of Barotseland 
 

by Lubosi Mukunda 
 
Zambia’s way of dealing with Barotseland statehood defies all manner of sound and civilised 
reasoning. Following the BNC Resolutions of March 27, 2012, Barotse authorities and people 
have taken steps to amicably resolve the long standing Barotse impasse. Barotse authorities 
and people have in their usual honourable style of handing issues peacefully, Petitioned the 
Banjul based African Commission on Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR). Overwhelming 
solid-like-rock evidence was tabled before the said Commission over Zambia’s violations of 
the Human rights of the people of Barotseland and its illegal occupation and administration 
of Barotseland. This also provided an opportunity to the oppressive state to provide counter 
evidence of its side of the story in response to the demands that Zambia vacates 
Barotseland once and for all. To date, Zambia has failed to provide counter evidence and 
only responded by beefing up military personnel and hardware on Barotse soil, thereby 
proving beyond any reasonable doubt its guiltiness. 
 
Further, the Barotse National Freedom Alliance (BNFA) embarked on another peaceful 
avenue by suggesting that the continued illegal administration and occupation of 
Barotseland by Zambia and Barotseland’s subsequent declaration of self-determination 
through BNC Resolutions of March 27, 2012 be subjected to an impartial and international 
court, the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA). In response to a letter written to President 
Sata on March 28, 2014, by William Kirtley of Dugue & Kirtley AARPI, acting on behalf of the 
BNFA and the people of Barotseland, Zambia through its Ministry of Justice, had this to say, 
“We are unable to give a response to the issues raised in your letter in the absence of any 
particulars identifying your clients, whether or not these constitute natural persons or a 
corporate entity in view of Zambia being a unitary state under the current constitution.” 

 
In return Dugue & Kirtley responded, “With respect to the issue of Zambia being a unitary 
state, this is in fact one of the primary issues that we respectfully submit must be 
determined via the PCA arbitration process that our clients have proposed. This PCA 
arbitration process would give Zambia the opportunity to set forth its legal basis for arguing 
that Barotseland forms a part of the unitary state of Zambia, and to argue its position that 
the municipal law of Zambia validly abrogated the Barotseland Agreement 1964.” 
 
 … To argue that the Barotseland Agreement 1964 did not mean what it said would not only 
be inconsistent with the express provisions of the Barotseland Agreement itself, but it 
would also be contrary to the rule of pacta sunt servanda (the sanctity of treaties), which 
forms an integral part of international law and is as old as international law itself. 
International law is far older than Zambia, but not as old as Barotseland. In any event, it is 
our clients’ position that under public international law Barotseland ceased to be part of 
Zambia upon termination of the Barotseland Agreement 1964, which will remain their 
position should you be unwilling to resolve this matter via international arbitration. 
 
Concerning the identity of our clients, you will note that the signatories of the PCA 
arbitration agreement have not hidden their identities.” To say the least, it is only 
dishonesty that can lead a person to question the identity of the people he is oppressing. 

http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/BNC-Resolutions-27-March-2012.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/ACHPR_1st_March_2013.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/BNC-Resolutions-27-March-2012.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Barotseland-Cover-Letter-To-PCA-Submission-Agreement-28-.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Barotseland-Cover-Letter-To-PCA-Submission-Agreement-28-.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Letter-From-Ministry-Of-Justice.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/Barotseland-Letter-To-President.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/The-Barotseland-Agreement-1964.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/The-Barotseland-Agreement-1964.pdf


 

 

 
Given the level of by which Zambia has handled its unilateral abrogation of the BA’64 and 
other aspects pertaining thereto since 1965, we ask all civilized humanity to impress upon 
the Zambian government to come to terms with reality, to come out of its cocoon of 
deception and indeed to stop thinking that power is mighty. Zambia ought to be made to 
understand that it is noble to exhibit civility and appreciate that now is time to show 
semblance of respect of international law. It is now a matter of fact that the Zambian 
government has failed to defend itself before the ACHPR and refused to append its 
signature to the PCA process, thereby, running away from appearing before an impartial 
international court, and yet again clearly demonstrating its admission of guilty. 
 
We appeal to the international community to support Barotseland statehood and impose 
sanctions against Zambia for non-vacating Barotseland. Time for governing by deception by 
any state anywhere in the world should not be allowed by the international community. 
That time has run out for Zambia. For all intents and purposes, Zambia has no moral and 
legal rights to stay in Barotseland. The time for intervention by the international community 
has now come. Ki Nako. 


