
 

 

Zambian President pretends to be publicly mute while working 
underground to derail actualization of Barotseland statehood— 

As the ACHPR petition and the PCA challenge intensify 
 

by Mwananyandi Mukunyandela 
 
Following Zambia’s deceitful submission to the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights (ACHPR) and for fear of close monitoring by the international community, President 
Lungu has chosen to operate underground with respect to North Eastern Rhodesia’s (rest of 
Zambia’s) continued efforts to occupy Barotseland and derail the actualization of Barotseland 
statehood. In this regard, he has been using state operatives, Vice President Inonge Wina and the 
first Lady who have been recently frequenting Barotseland. Already, this clandestine 
maneuvering has seen the dismal of his honour, the Natamoyo Dr. Ngombola Lubita by Namuso 
yesterday and continued incarceration and harassment of Barotseland activists. Memories of the 
unceremonial departure of the substantive Ngambela (Prime Minister) are still fresh in our 
minds. We ask the people of Barotseland to stay alert and be vigilant to these conspiracies by the 
enemy within and outside. 
 
As I write this article, the ACHPR is holding its 18th extraordinary session from July 29, to 
August 7, 2015 in Nairobi, Kenya. The people of Barotseland are hopeful that their Petition will 
be deliberated upon. Though the Zambian government belatedly filed in their deceitful 
submission, Barotseland responded in time. Hence we see no reason why the commission should 
not rule favorably on admissibility of the Petition. 
 
The wheels of international justice are grinding slowly but ever more surely. Zambia’s 
clandestine maneuvering will soon amount to naught. The matter of actualizing Barotseland 
statehood is closing in on the Zambian regime. Decision time is imminent and no matter how 
much procrastination the Zambian regime employs. 
 
When he assumed office, Zambia’s President, Mr. Edgar Chagwa Lungu, was buoyant and ‘big 
mouthed’ on facing the Barotseland issue head on and finding an amicable solution to the half 
century impasse. He promised a group of Barotseland youths that he would restore the name of 
Barotseland, release Barotse prisoners/detainees and publicize the Rodger Chongwe Commission 
of Inquiry Report on the Mongu Riots of January 11, 2011. In response to the BNFA letter of 
January 26, 2015, he publicly promised talks through press reports on the sidelines of the 
January 2015 African Union heads of state summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He went as far as 
proposing an agenda by spelling out issues to be covered when engaging the Barotse Authorities 
and civil societies/activists on his return to Zambia. He only fell short of promising a solution 
within 90 days like his predecessor the late Mr. Michael Chilufya Sata (MHSRIP). This was 
despite the fact that the Barotse National Council resolutions of March 27, 2012 have already set-up 
the agenda—working out transitional arrangements towards self-determination for Barotseland. 
Yet to this day, the people of Barotseland are still waiting for him to honour his loud promises. 
 
Clearly, President Lungu has developed cold feet and has chosen to operate underground for fear 
of the ongoing international court processes and focus on the Zambian regime’s illegal activities 
in Barotseland. 

http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Zambias-submission-on-AC-Case-Barotseland-Vs-Zambia.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Zambias-submission-on-AC-Case-Barotseland-Vs-Zambia.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/achpr-comm42-12-zam731-15-additional-comments-and-observations.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/letter-to-Zambia-new-president.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/BNC-Resolutions-27-March-2012.pdf


 

 

 
To preempt some of President Lungu’s clandestine maneuvering and bring forth a faster closure 
to Zambia’s illegal occupation of Barotseland, several actions have been undertaken, including: 
 
§ Delivery of a detailed position statement dated April 23, 2015 by the BNFA Executive 

Committee in response to his outbursts in Addis Ababa. To this day, there has been no 
response. 
 

§ Delivery of the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) submission agreement for his 
endorsement by the BNFA international lawyers, Messrs Dugue and Kirtley, in a 
communication dated June 21, 2015. His predecessor, late President Sata, recoiled 
despite the endorsement of the communication by over 10, 000 Barotse at home and in 
the Diaspora. The President of Zambia has yet again publicly remained mute. 

 
§ Conveyance of an open letter dated July 9, 2015 by Hon. William Harrington urging him 

to do something about the Barotseland impasse. The President once more, maintained his 
public mute. 
 

 
‘Uhuru’ day is coming! 
‘Get ready mama, prepare for your freedom. 
FREEDOM IS COMING TOMORROW!’ 
 
In terms of the imagery of this Mbongeni Ngema song, freedom comes hurtling towards us at the 
speed of light unstoppable and inevitable. 
 
And in the words of Prof. Sitwala Namunji Imenda’s epic poem, 
When dawn’s come 
And Barotseland is born … 
Tears of joy flowing freely… 
A fulfillment of a dream… 
We’ve secured Bulozi 
Free at last! 
 
We have said it before but perhaps we should say it again more emphatically, the train 
actualizing Barotseland statehood is in forward motion. It has been ignited, warmed up and 
increasing momentum. It is either you get on board or get out of the way otherwise you risk 
being run over! 
 
Get ready Barotseland, prepare for your freedom 
FREEDOM IS COMING TOMORROW! 

http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/position-statement-plus-singnatures-website-version.pdf
http://bnfa.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Barotseland_Cover_Letter.pdf

