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Barotseland has passed through thick and thin. The general populace has been subjected to abject 
poverty, largely due to the behavior of some of the so called sons and daughters of Barotseland. This 
is most pronounced among those who decided to settle in Zambia and have accumulated “wealth” 
there. 
 
The people of Barotseland can be categorized into two groups .The first group comprises of 
traitors—mostly “wealth” Barotse and retirees comfortable with their small earnings. These include 
politicians who have taken oath of allegiance to the Zambian government and traditional leaders 
who have turned against their own kinsmen on account of miniature bribes from the oppressive 
regime. These people scavenge for a livelihood at the expense of their own people who are 
wallowing in abject poverty in Barotseland. The second group comprises of the patriots—villagers, 
farmers, fishermen and retirees who decided to settle in Barotseland—most of whom survive on one 
meal per day. They hardly have a source of income with the oppressive Zambian regimes’ unwritten 
policy of keeping Barotseland in abject poverty—the Kaunda regime closing WENELA the main 
source of cash income at the time while Kaunda and successive regimes ensured that there are no 
industries in the territory while keeping as many people as possible out of employment. 
 
The Barotse in the Zambia Diaspora trade the freedoms and self-determination of Barotseland for 
panicles. When ever there is a call for justice, respect of human rights for self determination, rights 
to employment, freedom of assembly and speech, the opportunists in Lusaka rush to receive bribes, 
both financially and in-kind, from the oppressive regime in order to suppress such calls. A case in 
point is when the Litunga received a cash bribe of K42 billion on November 20, 2012 from the 
Zambian government in a bid to stop the call for independence of Barotseland. That was one of the 
reasons for the resignation of Ngambela (Prime Minister) Wainyae Clement Sinyinda. Up to day the 
embattled Litunga, Edwin Lubosi Imwiko II, has not been able to exonerate himself. This is what has 
been happening in Barotseland whereby opportunists of all kinds have been cashing-in over the 
issue of actualizing Barotseland statehood following the Zambian regime’s unilateral abrogation of 
the Barotseland Agreement 1964 and Barotseland’s acceptance thereof in March 2012. 
 
Hence these opportunists may as well be called parasites or blood suckers, because their source of 
the so called wealth is at the sufferings and impoverishment of the people of Barotseland. 
Barotseland whose freedom they are trading to day, following the Barotse National Council 
Resolutions of March 27, 2012, which declared independence. These opportunists have since made 
a quick turn around and are now propagating for restoration of BA 1964, which is now dead and 
buried whereby no one else talks about. 
 
One would ask himself whether or not this opportunism is new. The answer is no. This is almost a 
repeat of history, more like a clan illness where same families from one generation to another 
display treachery in the name of protecting their small wealth or, in actual fact, lack thereof or for 
fear of joining the masses of impoverished people of Barotseland. 
 
In September 1961, the Barotse Native government submitted a petition to the British government 
requesting Barotseland statehood. At the time, two organizations emerged: the Barotse national 
society, a semi political organization formed in the mid 1950s which pressed form reforms in the 
Barotse governance system and the Barotse Anti-secession Society under Nalumino Mundia based in 
Northern Rhodesia which fought against Barotseland independence. The force against Barotseland 
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independence was none other than Kaunda’s UNIP, leader of the ruling party in and Prime Minister 
of Northern Rhodesia. 
 
In December 1992 following the demise of Kaunda’s one party dictatorship and re-introduction of 
multi-party democracy, the Barotse Cultural Association (BCA) was formed at Mulungushi 
International Conference Center in Lusaka under the Chairpersonship of Honarable Batuke Imenda. 
Its initial objective was restoration of the Barotseland Agreement 1964 but there after stepped up to 
demand full independence. When pressure mounted on the Zambian government and with the 
Barotse Royal Establishment (BRE) in support of the objectives of BCA, the Lusaka “wealth” Barotse 
immediately formed a counter organization called Barotse Coordinating Association. Its objective 
was to fight and undo the work of the BCA. The Coordinating Association bribed its way through and 
managed to confuse the BRE, which resulted in the dissolution of the BCA. In the wake of the demise 
of the BCA, the Barotse people formed more militant organizations, such as Barotse Freedom 
Movement and Barotse Patriotic Front and later the Barotse National Freedom Alliance, which 
focused on the total independence of Barotseland. 
 
The activities raised the spirits of the people and mounted increased pressure against the oppressive 
regime of Zambia and BRE, the latter together instigated the 2011 Mongu riots where several 
Barotse were arrested and many others killed. On March 26-27, 2012, BRE succumbed to activist 
pressure and out of fear of reprisals from the new Patriotic Front oppressive regime of Sata held the 
Barotse National Council. After two days of discussions, the people of Barotseland decided to accept 
the unilateral abrogation of the Agreement by the Zambian government and declared total 
separation from Zambia. This sent shivers in the Zambian government and “wealth” Barotse. The 
oppressive regime responded by denying the Barotse their fundamental human rights and 
incarcerated several activists, including the leader of the BNFA, Honorable Wainyae Clement 
Sinyinda, former Ngambela (Prime Minister) of Barotseland, former Minister of Education and 
former Member f Parliament. 
 
Yet another, near repeat of history, a new group of Lusaka “wealth” Barotse has since been formed 
to frustrate or delay the actualization of Barotseland statehood by propagating yet again the now 
dead and buried restoration of the BA 1964 while seizing an opportunity to cash-in while it lasts. The 
force behind this deception is clearly the oppressive Zambian regime working together with the 
embattled BRE as its agents. The BRE and their agents have been obtaining material support from 
the oppressive regime and have even taken a further step of presenting a budget to them for 
continued financing of their deceptive acts. They should stop frustrating people who have freed 
themselves from Zambian oppression and colonialism. They can no longer hold Barotseland in 
perpetual bondage at the expense of their so called wealth. What kind of momentary wealth is this, 
which they can only sustain at the expense of Barotseland independence? Unfortunately for the 
current deceptive players, Zambia is no longer the unilateral state that it was. 
 
Way forward, the people Barotseland are no longer going to tolerate that kind of deception from the 
oppressive Zambia regime and their agents from within and without Barotseland. The meetings of 
this group or what ever they call themselves should continue to be boycotted and their activities 
stopped. Enough is enough. The time has come to tell them that if they are at all “wealth”, they are 
free to remain with their wealth in Zambia and can no longer frustrate the independence of 
Barotseland. With God on our side, Barotseland is free. The actualization of Barotseland statehood is 
certain. 
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